National Youth Service Day Brings Youth and Seniors Together in Service

Throughout the US and around the world on April 16th-18th, 2004, youth will address the needs of their local communities through service in celebration of National and Global Youth Service Day. As the largest service event in the world, youth involved in National Youth Service Day (NYSD) will educate their peers about maximizing the impact of their service through informed voting, youth-led advocacy, and other civic engagement efforts while educating the public, the media, and policymakers about the year-round contributions of young people as community leaders.   

Often the service on National Youth Service Day involves youth bridging the generation gap by providing much needed services for their community’s seniors, or partnering with senior service groups to address other community needs. 

These intergenerational projects look different from city to city.  For example, in Anchorage, Alaska, youth who are members of the “Shungnak WRAT Pack” will help the elders in their village by shoveling snow, carrying groceries, and repairing senior’s homes.  Youth from Roanoke Valley, VA will assist an elderly woman who recently became disabled, outfit her home for her recent disability by installing a handrail, and deadbolts, repairing her concrete steps, and painting the outside of her home. 

In Asheville, North Carolina, youth will provide food to area seniors. Youth will deliver food boxes to homebound seniors in Asheville City and Buncombe County through the "Nutrition On Wheels" program. One of the seniors, 88-year-old Ruby Greene, who lives alone with her dog, has been receiving food boxes through this program for over four years. On regular monthly visits, the volunteers often find only a box of baking soda or a couple of cans of soup left in her cupboards. This program clearly provides essential support to a community elder, and Ruby is grateful. “I love the people that come to visit me even more than I do the food they bring me. I don't know what I would do without them!” she commented.

Youth will also be working alongside seniors in addressing the needs of their community for National Youth Service Day.  For instance, in Denver, Colorado, retired telephone workers in their 70s and 80s will join and supervise youth engaged in cleaning up a local parkway and planting trees in the Westwood neighborhood. In Minnesota, MN a statewide project for managed by FCCLA called LIFT (Learning is Fun Together) encourages FCCLA teens to create mentoring “matches” between special needs kids (2nd through 6th grade) and elder mentors.  On National Youth Service Day, youth and their mentors will work together to clean up the Blackduck community and repair senior citizen’s homes.

Hundreds of other projects engaging youth and seniors in service will occur in communities across America on National Youth Service Day. To find the project in your area, visit: www.YSA.org/nsyd. 

National Youth Service Day is coordinated by Youth Service America, in partnership with the National Youth Leadership Council and PARADE Magazine, and is supported by over 90 of the nation’s largest nonprofit and youth development organizations. Financial support for National and Global Youth Service Day is provided by: State Farm Companies Foundation, GM Foundation, DisneyHand,  Clay Aiken and the Bubel/Aiken Foundation, AT&T, the National Education Association and Verizon.
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