For Immediate Release

Media Contact:

Katherine Watier

202-833-6815

Katherine.watier@utc.og
Grealis from Cinergy to Keynote 2004 Broadband over Power Line Conference
Annual Conference of United Power Line Council Pulls out Heavy Hitters in BPL Arena

Washington, DC – September 3, 2004 – United Power Line Council announced today that Bill Grealis, the Executive Vice President of Cinergy Corporation and President of Cinergy Broadband, will keynote its annual Broadband over Power Line (BPL) Conference to be held at the Ritz-Carlton Pentagon City in Arlington, Virginia on September 12-15, 2004. Grealis will kickoff the three day conference by highlighting how Cinergy is deploying BPL to 60,000 customers in Cincinnati this year and 250,000 customers in the Indiana, Ohio, and Kentucky area in the next five years.  

Broadband Power Line 2004 is the only forum focused on BPL issues in the United States that is created by and for electric utilities and their technology partners. This conference will cover all the cutting-edge regulatory, business and standards issues affecting the technology’s deployment. Utility telecom professionals will discuss the strategic value of BPL, how it can benefit their companies, and what effect it will have on their companies’ future bottom line. The conference will also present utilities that have successfully deployed the technology, updates on BPL regulation efforts, and demonstrations from vendors promoting the various technologies used in BPL deployments. 

Other speakers at the 2004 Broadband over Power Line Conference include: Ed Thomas, Chief Officer of Engineering & Technology, FCC; Robert Nelson, Commissioner, Michigan Public Service Commission; Leif Ericson, Manager Business Development, Southern Telecom; John Hewa, Assistant Director - Electric Utilities, City of Manassas; and other utilities and regulators intimately involved in BPL.
More and more utilities are deploying BPL systems, and each month thousands of new homes and business have the option of receiving broadband service from a BPL provider.  This conference will present the benefits and challenges for utilities deploying this technology – whether as a competitive broadband business opportunity or as a platform for internal utility applications.  

About United Power Line Council
The United Power Line Council (UPLC) is an alliance of electric utilities and technology companies working together to drive the development of broadband over power line (BPL) - broadband services over the existing distribution electrical grid and in-home electrical wiring -in a manner that helps utilities and their partners in North America. The UPLC's efforts are focused in three strategic areas: market awareness, regulatory and legislative advocacy, and technical operability. 
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